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VATNAC NEWS 
 
 
Statement of Concern 
 
VATNAC has gathered 668 signatures on our “Statement of 
Concern,” 338 from face-to-face contacts and 330 online. Lisa 
Aramony, who has courageously volunteered for data entry, 
asks that volunteers gathering signatures make sure that the 
information gathered is legible. If you can’t read it, chances are, 
Lisa won’t be able to either. Also, if you’re gathering signatures, 
please use the new form with the email field. You can get it 
from Lisa or Steve Hantzis. 
 

 
Building Blocks with Senator Kaine 
 
It was a hot, humid day; the Russell 
Senate Office Building had been 
evacuated, and the meeting was in 
question. But, VATNAC would not be 
denied. Carol Lyon and Bill Brown 
hung in there and ultimately met with 
Nick Barbash, Senator Kaine’s 
Legislative Assistant for transportation 
issues. 
 Much like the meeting with 
Congressman Beyer’s staff, this meeting 
was cordial in general and sharp in 
particulars. Mr. Barbash agreed to take 
our concerns to Senator Kaine after 
emphasizing the Senator’s efforts to 
limit the number of flights at DCA. 
 Mr. Barbash suggested that we, 
the citizens of Villamay and sister neighborhoods, compile data to refute the FAA’s spin 
machine claims that everything is fine, the skies are safe, the airlines are happy, and 
there is less noise. It was explained to Mr. Barbash that we, the taxpaying citizens of 
Virginia, are not in a positon to compile such data and that the most relevant data point 
we could offer is that 668 voters are upset with the status quo and, assuredly, that 
number will grow. 
 
  

Carol Lyon and Bill Brown waiting out the Russell Senator Office 
Building evacuation drill. 

https://www.change.org/p/federal-aviation-administration-reduce-airplane-noise-from-dca-over-southbound-neighborhoods-00e92cbf-9f71-425c-9816-8dc07798a4cf
https://www.change.org/p/federal-aviation-administration-reduce-airplane-noise-from-dca-over-southbound-neighborhoods-00e92cbf-9f71-425c-9816-8dc07798a4cf
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Scott Surovell Supports VATNAC 
 
Virginia State Senator, Scott Surovell, reached out to VATNAC to declare his support. 
Senator Surovell represents many of our sister neighborhoods and has had a long and 
positive relationship with Villamay. VATNAC asked Senator Surovell to uncover any 
regulatory jurisdiction the Commonwealth of Virginia might have regarding air traffic 
noise. The good news is that he got right on it, and the bad news is that there is none. 
 For what it’s worth, there’s a political history lesson here. In the early 1980s, the 
EPA regulation of air traffic noise was defunded. The rationale behind defunding was 
that the states could better perform the function. Not so much. 
 
 
June 6 MVCCA Meeting 
 
If you have the time, please consider attending the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’ 
Associations Planning and Zoning Committee meeting on June 6th at 7:30 p.m. The 
Planning and Zoning Committee (P&Z) believe they should have a say in any air traffic 
noise abatement resolution coming out of MVCCA. Thus far, this committee has 
indicated that they do not necessarily support our efforts. Until now, Mike Rioux and 
our reps from Villamay have been working with the more obvious jurisdiction, the 
Transportation Committee, to pass a helpful resolution. Now, P&Z has asserted 
jurisdiction. Mike is asking that supporters attend the P&Z committee meeting to 
bolster our case for a meaningful resolution and assure our neighbors to the south that 
our intention is not to move the problem onto their airspace, but to solve the problem 
for everyone. 
 

MVCCA Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting 
June 6, 7:30 p.m. 
Mount Vernon Government Center, Community Room 
2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria, 22306 

 
You can also subscribe to the official minutes of the MVCCA. They will email a PDF that 
you can word-search for “noise” or “cell tower” or “raccoon” or whatever you might find 
of interest. 
 
 
Tables Watch 
 
Look for our valiant supporters at the Sherwood Hall Library Farm’s Market soon, 
maybe next Wednesday. Again, much thanks to Kelley Tate and Lee Wood for setting 
this in motion. 
 
 
 

http://mailman.listserve.com/listmanager/listinfo/mvcca
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The Score 
 
Neighbors want to know what’s happening on the political front. After all, one of the key 
reasons for asking folks to sign the Statement of Concern is to garner the attention of 
our elected officials. So, here’s a quick take on our representatives’ responsiveness to 
VATNAC thus far. Please note, there may have been communication to the community 
that VATNAC is not aware of, so let’s leave our reps some courteous wiggle room. 
 
Fairfax County Supervisor, Dan Storck – Big supporter. Introduced draft letter to 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisor complaining about air traffic noise. 
 
Virginia State Delegate, Paul Krizek – Big supporter. Facilitated meeting with 
Congressman Beyer’s Chief of Staff and published our Statement of Concern link in his 
newsletter. 
 
Virginia State Senator, Adam Ebbin – Unknown. Has yet to respond to VATNAC or 
constituent inquiries, as far as we know. 
 
Virginia State Senator, Scott Surovell – Big Supporter. In fact, Scott reached out to 
VATNAC. As you may know, when Senate District 36 was redrawn, Scott lost Villamay. 
But, he still represents a lot of our sister neighborhoods, and he’s on our side. 
 
U.S. Congressman, Don Beyer – Joined Quiet Skies Caucus in the House of 
Representatives and has supported legislation to limit the number of flights in and out 
of DCA. 
 
U.S. Senator, Tim Kaine – Has supported legislation to limit the number of flights in 
and out of DCA. His staff is taking our concerns to the Senator and we might see a letter 
to the FAA. 
 
U.S. Senator, Mark Warner – Has supported legislation to limit the number of flights in 
and out of DCA. No staff contact as far as we know. 
 
 
  

https://www.change.org/p/federal-aviation-administration-reduce-airplane-noise-from-dca-over-southbound-neighborhoods-00e92cbf-9f71-425c-9816-8dc07798a4cf
http://www.kaine.senate.gov/press-releases/virginia-and-dc-delegation-urges-congress-to-maintain-current-flight-rules-at-reagan-national-and-dulles-airports
http://www.kaine.senate.gov/press-releases/virginia-and-dc-delegation-urges-congress-to-maintain-current-flight-rules-at-reagan-national-and-dulles-airports
http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2011/2/senators-warner-webb-work-for-senate-passage-of-new-faa-bill
http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2011/2/senators-warner-webb-work-for-senate-passage-of-new-faa-bill
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Jobs 
 
Political Aggregator – Track all political developments of interest to VATNAC. 
 
Air Traffic Noise Campaign Cataloger – Robin Brown on the job, if you want to help 
please get in touch. 
 
Newsletter Editor – Channel your inner Thomas Payne and relish being edited by Lisa 
Aramony. 
 
FOIA Hound – Anticipating the need to start asking questions of the FAA. The truth is 
out there. 
 
Villamay Volunteer Lawyers’ Committee – Anticipating the need to flesh out our court-
based options. 
 
If you want in, give me a call or shoot an email to Steve Hantzis 571-882-1660 or 
sjhantzis@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:sjhantzis@gmail.com

