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VATNAC NEWS 
 
 
Statement of Concern 
 
Thanks to the Villamay door-to-door effort we have 457 
“Statement of Concern” signers, 148 on hard copies and 309 
online. We expect that to go well over 500 as sister 
neighborhoods gear up and as the Tables Campaign catches on. 
Going door-to-door is not easy and can, at times, be less than 
rewarding. But, it’s by far the best way to stitch together a 
neighborhood and show politicians that we’re serious about our 
concerns. Special thanks to Talley Fulghum for taking the reins 
of this project and all the block captains and helpers. Here’s 

who deserves the credit and if someone has been left off the list, it’s purely 
unintentional: Carol Lyon, Ellen Seigfried, Lee Wood, Susan Riojas, Patricia Markle, 
Mary Moseley, George Handy, Heidi Marchand, Kyla Knudson, Patti Heck, Adrienne 
Luscombe, Jan Speakman, Barbara Leonard and Lisa Aramony. 
 
 
Tables Campaign 
 
Do you run to the “little Safeway” on Fort Hunt for quick picks and assorted goodies? 
Well, this coming Sunday, May 22 between noon and 4:00 p.m., you’ll be able to do all 
that and sign our Statement of Concern. Thanks for Kelley Taft and Lee Wood for 
anchoring this project and let’s hope for sunny skies and dispositions. If you want to 
help on Sunday, please get in touch with Kelley. Also, if you have an idea for another 
table location, Kelley’s the POC. 
 
 
Congressman Beyer Joins Quiet Skies Caucus 
 
VATNAC received a call from Congressman Beyer’s Legislative Assistant, Mike Lucier. 
Mr. Lucier wanted to let us know that the Congressman had joined the Quiet Skies 
Caucus on April 20 of this year and that the website for the caucus was not accurate. 
VATNAC News had previously reported that the Congressman had yet to join the caucus 
based on the website. 
 
Congressman Beyer wrote to the Mount Vernon Voice, May 18, 2016, to correct the 
record. His Letter to the Editor is quoted in part.  
 

https://www.change.org/p/federal-aviation-administration-reduce-airplane-noise-from-dca-over-southbound-neighborhoods-00e92cbf-9f71-425c-9816-8dc07798a4cf
https://www.change.org/p/federal-aviation-administration-reduce-airplane-noise-from-dca-over-southbound-neighborhoods-00e92cbf-9f71-425c-9816-8dc07798a4cf
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Recognizing the impetus behind our noise problem, I am an original cosponsor 
of the FAA Community Accountability Act (H.R. 3965). This bill would require 
the FAA to take aircraft noise into account when implementing new flight paths 
related to NextGen. 
 
Moreover, last year I joined Senators Warner and Kaine on a letter to the 
transportation committee leadership proclaiming our strong opposition to 
expanding operations or changing perimeter rules at National Airport. 
Further, I have used my position on the Science, Space and Technology 
Committee to press NASA and FAA officials about current research being done 
on reducing aircraft noise. 
 
My office is in frequent contact with the FAA and Metropolitan Washington 
Airports Authority (MWAA) about these problems, and I will continue to press 
them for quieter skies. 

 
 
Meeting with Congressman Beyer’s Staff 
 
Bill Brown, our true and fast friend and ally in Hollin Hills set a meeting with 
Congressman Beyer’s office on May 19. Virginia State Delegate and VATNAC supporter, 
Paul Krizek came along to add his political weight and I, Steve Hantzis, was fortunate to 
attend, as well. Congressman Beyer sent his Chief of Staff, Ann O’Hanlon, and his 
Legislative Assistant, Mike Lucier. The meeting was polite but pointed when necessary. 
The congressman’s staff, I am certain, now have a sense of the urgency of the problem, 
the discontent in our neighborhoods, and the bewildering arrogance of the Federal 
Aviation Administration. We discussed possible letters from the Congressman to the 
FAA and identified FAA policy-makers responsible for DCA routing. We’d love to report 
that one meeting with a minority party freshman Congressman’s staff solved our 
problem but, of course, that’s far from the case. The meeting was a building block and 
the beginning of a positive relationship with our Member of Congress and his staff. 
 
 
NEPA 
 
Ever heard of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)? Our Villamay neighbor, 
Steve Markle has volunteered to look into its applicability to air traffic changes made by 
the FAA with NextGen. Steve has a background in environmental affairs, so we’re 
hoping for the best. Unfortunately, one thing we know for certain is that air traffic noise 
was exempted from EPA review in the early 1980s. But, that’s a different kettle of fish. 
Here’s the EPA’s description of the NEPA. 
 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was signed into law on January 1, 
1970. NEPA requires federal agencies to assess the environmental effects of their 

https://www.epa.gov/nepa/what-national-environmental-policy-act
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proposed actions prior to making decisions. The range of actions covered by NEPA 
is broad and includes: 

• Making decisions on permit applications, 
• Adopting federal land management actions, and 
• Constructing highways and other publicly-owned facilities. 

Using the NEPA process, agencies evaluate the environmental and related social 
and economic effects of their proposed actions. Agencies also provide opportunities 
for public review and comment on those evaluations. 

 
Fingers crossed that Steve might find an angle to pursue. 
 
 
We Are Not Alone 
 
Bill Brown sent this very interesting web link to NextGenNoise.org. The site is a 
compilation of the air traffic noise problem across the country. Thanks to Bill and 
VATNAC is looking for a volunteer to catalog all of the campaigns in America. If you’re 
interested, please get in touch. 
 
 
Sister Neighborhoods 
 
Carol Lyon has secured the support of Hollin Hall Village and Kirkside, adding these 
two communities to the list of Hollin Hills, Tauxemont, New Gum Springs, Mason Hill, 
Wellington Heights, New Alexandria, Potomac Valley River Bend, that are in agreement 
with our efforts to establish a “South Flow Alliance.” 
 
Also, Carol is in the process of obtaining contact information for all other Mount Vernon 
communities to determine which ones are affected by aircraft noise. She is also 
attending the MVCCA Transportation Committee meetings held on the first Monday of 
each month at 7:30 pm at 2511 Parkers Lane in the Mount Vernon Government Center. 
All are invited and encouraged to attend and share their views on this and other 
transportation issues with other Mount Vernon communities. 
 
 
Jobs 
 
Political Aggregator – Track all political developments of interest to VATNAC 
 
Air Traffic Noise Campaign Cataloger – Do a medium-deep-dive on the web for other air 
traffic noise campaigns. 
 
Newsletter Editor – Channel Thomas Payne. 
 

http://www.nextgennoise.org/
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Data Entry – Enter Statement of Concern signers into our contacts spreadsheet. 
 
FOIA Hound – Anticipating a need to start asking questions of the FAA. The truth is out 
there. 
 
Villamay Volunteer Lawyers’ Committee – Anticipating a need to flesh out our court-
based options. 
 
If you want in, give me a call or shoot an email to Steve Hantzis 571-882-1660 or 
sjhantzis@gmail.com. 
 
 
And This Just In 
 
Alexandria Mayor, Allison Silberberg would like the FAA to “keep aircraft over the 
center of Potomac River as long as possible.” You can read her letter to the editor of 
Connection Newspapers at this link. 

mailto:sjhantzis@gmail.com
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/2016/may/19/alexandria-letter-addressing-airplane-noise/

